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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C. 20535

Subject of Request: Ella Fitzgerald

_ FOIPA NO.
Dear Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information exempt
from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/or Section
552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have been cited

.opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been
substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from
the enclosed documents are marked below:

Section 552 Section 552a
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(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.)

Pursuant to your request, 8 preprocessed pages are being released.

The documents responsive to your request were previously processed for another requester. In order to
provide the information you requested as soon as possible, we have released the FBI information as it was originally
processed. We have not contacted other government agencies conceming their information in FBI files.
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® If you desire, you may appeal any denials contained herein. Appeals should be directed in
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The
envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

® See additional information which follows.

A search of the general indices to the central records system did not reveal that the subject of your request
has been the subject of an FBI investigation by this office. However, enclosed are cross references which are
identifiable with the subject of your request. A cross-reference is defined as a mention of the subject of your
request in a file on another individual, organization, event, activity, or the like. In processing the cross-references,
the pages considered for possible release included only those pages which mention the subject of your request and
any additional pages showing the context in which the subject of your request was mentioned.

Sincerely yours,

John M. Kelso, Jr.,

Section Chief

Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Section

Office of Public and
Congressional Affairs

Enclosures (2)

Note: Brownouts are located 190-HQ-1267617 EBF 3



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: ELLA FITZGERALD




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Rome, Italy

' CONF, -NTIAL

Date: June 19, 1957
- To: Director, FBI (100-422788)
\ ; oQLFrom: Legat, Rome (100-60)

l Subject: P bC

ion in the attached memo was furnished
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Ploase Refer 1o

. WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
File No.

/

June 19, 1957

The following information was furnished by a con-
fidential source abroad on June 19, 1957. A

and ‘his musical orchestra, known as
x,«Jazz ‘ag; ‘£he'YPh 111harmonic performed in Rome I;géx from
May 25"1:0 "June 6,-1957, . The orchestra was co, osed -of nine C\/
- musiéians, among whom was. the si nger, ELL ZGE:RALD

'.b'?c/ No information was received indicating that (D
engaged in any political activities while in Italy.
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8AC, .CHICAGO (100-33370)°
@Y

SIXTH WORLD FESTIVAL OF
YOUTH AND STUDENTS

Neg_:;o singer,which was furnish d by Wa ton Fie d
Was. displayec’ll:c:m November 27, 1957, to& [b? D
Informant ‘advised that she did not see FITZGERALD at
the Festiva.l a.nd did not believe that she had attended.
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Febfuary 18, 1970

BY LIAISON S

&

Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield .
Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Butterfield:

Reference is made to our&name checKrequest
concerning Ella Fitzgerald,

The central files of the FBI reveal no pertinent
information concerning

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division
of the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with
based upon background information submitted in connection wi
' this name check request.

,'\/

\ Attached are se arate memoranda conf""raL_g \é- T
* ’Ella Fitzgerald and QNS %

CC TO: [kt A
REQ. REC'D.;?.;ZO?_-_Z_%

SEP 16 197~

Sincerely yours,
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Holmes
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February 18, 1970

- ELLA FITZGERALD

S bn‘ H/‘/ I,

Emgera.ld who was born on April 25, 1918,
at Ni rt News, Virginia, has not been the subject of an
in‘vfe&%' conducted by the FBI. However, our files reveal
the following information concerning her.

In June, 1957, it was reported that one
G 2 his musical orchestra performed in Rome,
Italy; from May 25 to June 6, 1957. This orchestra was re<
y sed of nine musicians and Ella Fitzgerald, a
singer. was allegedly a member of the Communist
Party in the early 1940's. He was interviewed by representatives ‘
of the FBI in 1956 and displayed a cooperative attiiude. (100 422788- 21) e

A newspaper article in January, 1957, indicated
that Fitzgerald and three other members of her staff had

.. accepted out-of-court settlements on four damage suits they
' .bran@tagainstamajor air llne chargingra.cial dis

(62- 101087 A- 26) ‘5;
The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individual
based upon background information submitted in connection with

. this name check request.
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'NOTE: Per i‘equeSt of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant to the
o President.
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I: Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
L__] Service Unit - Room 6524
[: Forward to Fi i

eturn to

Superviso Room  Ext.

Type of References Requested:

%ﬂe@dlcr Request (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References @Rly
Nonsubversive Referefices Only
Main erénces Only

' N4

Type of Secrch Reques,t’%’d:ll J
Restricted tongcality of
Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
D Buildup . [__1variations

o ,Zf'//JL&mA/ ISz e g

Subject é&%
Birthdate & Place /24 & 24 .

Address
Localities
' Searcher
Ré___ Date __z./r2 _ Initials =l
Prod.
FILE NUMBER SERIAL
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Oﬁ‘ic‘e Memomndum UNITED STAL...S GVOVERII\IMENT |

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI - | - oaTE; Qa/7/57

”~

m"{x‘/_: SAC, WFO (106-3!:373) o | C}S? |

' ' LI ..
sunm ELI.A FITZGERALD (Sixth World Iouth Festival) J R
SECURITY MATER - C ‘

Rebulet 10/22/57, captioned "Sixth World Festival of Youth a.nd

Students, IS~C", which sets farth the name o A FITZGERAID, los Angeles;,"
as being among those individuals named b as having attended the
Sixth World Youth Festival. : b lb?D

Re Los Angeles letter 10/22/57 captioned— SM=C; b 7@/
EI.IA FITZG:.RAID, SM-C" requesting passport check.

On 11ﬂ1/57s— legal Section, Passport Office,
b")(\’Department of State, made available to SA QIS the passport file of
the publicly known vocalist ELIA FITZGERAID as being the only ELLA F]ZPZGERAID
she could locate who presently is in possession of a valid passport. A
review of that file disclosed the /following\informtion:

. /7 \,' v_; f’ o il -
e 4 mrth“érﬁdmt executed on 1t/16/u8 vy _ Seu'etary,
br N. Y. attesting that she is the cousin of
¥ ERALDZEROWN, who resides at 10L-L7 Ditmas Boulevard, E. Elmhurst,
I.ong “Island, N.'Y., and to the best of her knowledge and belief she wag born .
h/25/18 at Newpm't News, Virginia. :_ , g

- 4 M /

Passport number 266295 was fssusd o Movm a 8/25/&8. in -
her application for that passport, she stated she was born 4/25/18 at MNewport
Xews, Virginia, and maintains permanent residence at 10L4-47 Ditmas Boulevard,

E“Elﬁﬁurst L.I., N, Y. She listed her father as WILLIAM FITZGERALD,
possibly 'bcrn in Virgima, and her mother as TEMPLE FITZGERAID, possibly born

in Virginia. She,irdicated that her parents are deceased. ghe-stated she was .
married on'12/10, * vho was born at
b 7(. Pittsburgh, Permsylvania. ELLA EROWN cated that she planned to depart from™ !

New York City on 9/15/L8, for a proposed length of stay abroad of five weeks

in order to visit London, England, for a perforrance at the London Palladium. "~ .°
The following descnption of ELLA FITZGERALD BROWN was set forth

:Ln the above mentioned passport application: :lx /
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WFO 100-34373 |
Beights 5 oin
' Haire Black
- - Eyess - Brom-
Occupations Vocalist

Passport rumber 266295 was renewed on 3/21/52, and in her renewal
lication, ELIA BROWN stated she intended to depart from New York City on
3/28/52 for a proposed length of stay abroad of two weeks in order to visit
Scandanavian countries, France, Switzerland, Belgium, and Germany ror the
purpose of perfarmipg at Jazz concerts., - - _

' New York Series passport mmber 11112 wag issued on- 2/5/53 to
ELLA BROWN, known professionally as ELIA FITZGERAID. In her application for -
that passport, she indicated she res

a ides at 179+07 Murdock Avenue, St.
She stated her hmsband, wag rgsiding a
b7ﬁmm stated name was ELIA FITZGERAID;

married o] in 1911 at Missouri, .
and that this marriage was am 42, ¢ ELLA EROWN stated she would —
 depart from the United States on 2/1L/53, far a proposed length of stay abroad
of from six to eight weeks in ‘order to visit Sweden, Helland, Belgium, France,
Italy, and Denmark fm' the purpose of performance at concerts.

4 om 1/20/55, passpart numbér 521063 was issued to WELLA BROWN, lnown:
professional'ly as ELIA F Her application for that passport, she
stated her marriage to Was terminated by divarce on 8/13/53.
She stated hei permanent residence was at 179-07 Murdock Avenuve, St. Albars,

" LeI., N. Yo ‘She indicated she would depart from the United States on 2/5/55
for a proposed length of stay abroad of six weeks in arder to visit Sweden,

Denmark,. Norway, Germany, France, and England for the purpose of concert tour
with Jazz at the Ph:lharmmic, Inc.

' Her passpart was Tenewed on 1/15/5? , and in her reneua.l apphcatlon
she stated she intendsd to leave the United States en 2/9/57, for a proposed
length of stay abroad until April, 1957, in order to visit Norway, Sweden,
Demnark, Ttaly, Germany, and Tranee ‘for the purpose of emtertaining

There was no additional pertinent information set forth :i.n her

file, ‘ X .
E ' WFO will forward copies of ELIA FITZGERAID EROWN's passport
app]icatim phot to Mew York. Copies will also be furnished to Chicago
bg’b for cli.splay to to ascertain if informant can identify same. P.
Nd‘ ! ol [WJ' , . . _
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